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Section 2. Declarations 
Instructions
· Tick boxes can be clicked to check off.
· Passages marked with ellipses [...] should be replaced with the appropriate text.

The submission
☐ The submission has not been previously published, nor is it with another journal for consideration.
☐ If submitting a Knowledge Summary, the PICO question has been approved by the Editorial Office. This is to ensure we do not receive duplicate submissions.
☐ The submission has been written using the appropriate template (available from the Author Hub).
☐ The text adheres to the stylistic and bibliographic requirements outlined in the relevant template.
☐ The authors understand that Veterinary Evidence is an open access journal and uses double-anonymised peer review.

Authorship
☐ All people listed as authors meet the authorship criteria, i.e. they have contributed substantially to study planning, data collection or interpretation of results and wrote or critically revised the paper and approved its final submitted version and agree to be accountable for all aspects of the work (ICMJE 2017). 
☐ All people listed as authors of this submission are aware of it and have agreed to be named.
☐ No person who meets the authorship criteria has been omitted.

Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Large Language Models (LLMs)
☐ All use of AI-assisted writing has been detailed in a statement in the acknowledgment section.
☐ Any AI technologies have only been used to improve language and readability of text, and not to generate any concepts, insights, data analysing or to create any conclusions.
☐ All figures and tables have been produced without the use of generative AI or AI-assisted tools.
☐ AI was not used in any aspect of the preparation or writing of the paper.



Ethical research and interpretation
☐ I and all the other authors of this paper did our best to avoid errors in research, data presentation, interpretation, etc. However, if we discover any serious error in the paper (before or after publication), we will alert the editor promptly.
☐ None of our data presented in this paper has been fabricated or distorted, and no valid data have been excluded. Images shown in figures have not been manipulated to make a false impression on readers.
☐ Results of this study have been interpreted objectively. Any findings that run contrary to our point of view are discussed in the paper.
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☐ Data have been disaggregated by sex (and, whenever possible, by race) and sex and gender considerations are properly addressed according to the principles of the Sex and Gender Equity in Research (SAGER) Guidelines.
☐ The study reported in this paper meets the Consensus Author Guidelines on Animal Ethics and Welfare for Veterinary Journals about humane treatment of animals and has been approved by an ethical review committee.
☐ The study reported in this paper meets other relevant ethical principles, namely [……………….]
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For Research Involving Animals
☐ Informed client consent has been obtained for all prospective research involving animals.
☐ For retrospective studies, data has been included in accordance with RCVS ethical guidance: Retrospective Reviews of Clinical Veterinary Research - Professionals. Additional consent was obtained if needed. 
☐ Client confidentiality is maintained - images, videos, or case details do not identify clients or their animals.
☐ I understand that treatment consent is not equivalent to research consent.
☐ I have obtained ethics approval from an appropriate ethics committee or review board, and can provide documentation if requested.
☐ Not applicable to my paper. 

For Research Involving Human Participants
☐ Informed consent was obtained from all human participants (e.g. veterinary staff or clients) in line with ICMJE and RCVS Ethics Review Panel guidance.
☐ Personal data is anonymised to prevent identification (e.g. limiting postcodes, avoiding gender/location identifiers).
☐ If any participant could be identified, written consent to publish was obtained.
☐ The article was shared with participants (or their representative) before publication to obtain informed consent.
☐ If participants were minors, deceased, or unable to consent, consent was obtained from a parent, guardian, or next of kin.
☐ I have used the Veterinary Evidence informed consent form where applicable and will retain signed copies for editorial review if requested.
☐ Not applicable to my paper. 
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