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PICO question
As 2023, dawns we are faced with a very different world than at the start of 2022, COVID-19 is 
in the rear-view mirror, but we now face the war in Ukraine, energy prices and inflation. Perhaps 
this is a glimpse of the ‘new world’ where we will be continually challenged by crisis whether it be 
conflict, infectious disease or the impacts of global warming.

On a more positive note it has been another busy and productive year for Veterinary Evidence as we 
strive to continually improve the journal whether you are a reader, author or reviewer. In April we 
said ‘goodbye’ to Daniel Edwards who had covered Bridget Sheppard’s maternity leave as Managing 
Editor. I would like to take the opportunity to thank Dan for all his hard work for Veterinary Evidence 
initiating a number of projects that have come to fruition through the year and to welcome Bridget 
back. As Veterinary Evidence has grown, we have been fortunate to be able to expand our staff to 
meet the need and ensure efficient turnaround of submissions so another welcome, William Smith 
has joined the team and is now a permanent full time Editorial Assistant.

It is not just staff changes that happened in 2022, we have also improved the governance of Veterinary 
Evidence with the appointment of new board members and creation of a Deputy Editor-in-Chief 
position ably filled by Louise Buckley. We also submitted a successful application to COPE (The 
Committee on Publication Ethics) further strengthening the journal’s oversight and reputation.

We have had a major website redesign, now live, which has greatly improved the look, feel, and 
functionality of Veterinary Evidence for all users. Readers can find relevant papers quickly and 
efficiently. Our student awards continue to be a success and I would like to thank the whole team of 
staff and reviewers for turning round these submissions so quickly. I had the pleasure of talking to 
the prize-winning authors and it was great to hear their enthusiasm but also how much they have 
valued the help and support from the journal.

We have also been developing our processes for reviewing papers to make sure that papers are ready 
to go out for review. We are working on ways to make sure that, for papers requiring revision, authors 
respond to each of the comments made by reviewers, and reviewers can quickly see that there has been 
an author response to their comments and suggestions. A new submission system, Editorial Manager, 
has been implemented that should make life easier for everyone as well as provide accessible data on 
papers as they go through the system so we can see what we do well and where we can do better.

None of this would be possible without the input from our reviewers and I would like to take 
this opportunity to say a huge thank you to all our reviewers and everyone who has served on the 
Editorial Board this year for their tireless efforts on behalf of Veterinary Evidence – without your 
support the journal could not exist. This year the Board has again had three online meetings, which 
have been essential in helping develop the strategy for Veterinary Evidence such as how we ensure 
our Knowledge Summaries remain current, what literature should be included in Knowledge 
Summaries and how we improve the reviewer and author experience.
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Once again, a massive thank you to everyone who works for and supports Veterinary Evidence, wishing 
you all a safe and productive 2023.
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Contribute to the Evidence
There are two main ways you can contribute to the evidence base while also enhancing your CPD:
• Tell us your information need 
• Write a Knowledge Summary
Either way, you will be helping to add to the evidence base, and strengthen the decisions that veteri-
nary professionals around the world make to give animals the best possible care.
Learn more here: veterinaryevidence.org


