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2020 will be a year to remember! One of the standout features for me has been the speed with which ‘science’ 
has responded to the crisis in terms of developing and disseminating new information to the community 
highlighting the importance of digital communication – a space that Veterinary Evidence comfortably occupies. 
The availability of pre peer-reviewed papers has become the norm but it has also emphasised the essential 
need and benefit of the peer-review process as a significant number of pre-review papers have not made it 
through to ‘publication’ as issues were identified during the peer-review process. 
 
As Editor-in-chief it makes me proud and thankful that Veterinary Evidence has a strong but agile peer-review 
process and I would like to thank all of our editors and reviewers for their continued support and their 
diligence in meeting demanding timelines during these challenging times allowing Veterinary Evidence to 
publish more content than ever before. Without your highly valued knowledge, expertise and 
insights Veterinary Evidence would not be growing into the key knowledge source that it is today. 
 
The Veterinary Evidence Editorial Board Meeting was held for the first time digitally on 7 December with the 
largest number of editorial board members able to attend. Members from across the globe were able to take 
part in wide and varied discussions around the development of the journal, resulting in important strategic 
initiatives and some key action points to pursue. The availability of the board to attend digitally will facilitate 
more frequent meetings allowing the journal to be more inclusive, and responsive to the changing landscape, 
as well as providing a digital recording of the event available for those board members unable to attend. 
 
Key areas discussed included development of the format of PICOs and further refining the process for 
approving them, strategies to encourage engagement and submissions from veterinary nurses, and the 
development of policies to encourage diversity and inclusion within the board and contributors to the journal, 
as well as ways to increase the reach of the journal. Having only been Editor-in-chief since September, I have 
been very impressed by how active and dedicated our reviewers and board members are and how dynamic 
and forward-looking Veterinary Evidence is as it matures into a key contributor to veterinary literature. None 
of this would be possible without your support for which I am very grateful. 
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Intellectual Property Rights 

Authors of Knowledge Summaries submitted to RCVS Knowledge for publication will retain 

copyright in their work, and will be required to grant RCVS Knowledge a non-exclusive license 

of the rights of copyright in the materials including but not limited to the right to publish, re-

publish, transmit, sell, distribute and otherwise use the materials in all languages and all 

media throughout the world, and to license or permit others to do so. 

 

Disclaimer 

Any opinions expressed in articles and other publication types published in Veterinary Evidence are the author's own and 

do not necessarily reflect the view of the RCVS Knowledge. Veterinary Evidence is a resource to help inform, and the 

content herein should not override the responsibility of the practitioner. Practitioners should also consider factors such as 

individual clinical expertise and judgement along with patient’s circumstances and owners’ values. Authors are 

responsible for the accuracy of the content. While the Editor and Publisher believe that all content herein are in accord 

with current recommendations and practice at the time of publication, they accept no legal responsibility for any errors 

or omissions, and make no warranty, express or implied, with respect to material contained within. 

For further information please refer to our Terms of Use. 

 

RCVS Knowledge is the independent charity associated with the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS). Our 

ambition is to become a global intermediary for evidence based veterinary knowledge by providing access to information 

that is of immediate value to practicing veterinary professionals and directly contributes to evidence based clinical 

decision-making. 

https://www.veterinaryevidence.org/ 

 

RCVS Knowledge is a registered Charity No. 230886. 
Registered as a Company limited by guarantee in England and Wales No. 598443. 
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